
OVERVIEW

The DevelopHer Toy & Game Challenge recognizes and accelerates the development of toys and 
games focused on encouraging young girls’ interest in science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM). To drive awareness and increase the number of applications in the Challenge, DevelopHer 
enlisted a panel of industry experts to serve as official judges of the competition including actress 
Geena Davis, philanthropist and venture capitalist Ibrahim Al Husseini, Leslie Rottenberg, Senior 
Vice President of Children’s Media at PBS, NCWIT CEO Lucy Sanders, and Mary Couzin, 
CEO/Founder of Chicago Toy & Game Group. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 
By working with YouNoodle, DevelopHer was able to attract and engage with a specific type of 
startup for the Challenge. DevelopHer was listed as a featured competition on the YouNoodle 
website homepage from the launch to the close of the competition. The competition was also 
featured in ‘The Noodler’ our marketing newsletter that is delivered to more than 110,000 
innovators, entrepreneurs and judges in the YouNoodle network every month.  Through the use 
of these YouNoodle’s marketing campaign services, DevelopHer was able to engage with 
startups from all over the world.

The competition organizers also used YouNoodle’s comprehensive judging platform to gather 
scores and feedback from their judges. The YouNoodle platform then allows judges to easily 
provide feedback to applicants, which is then released anonymously at the end of the 
competition. 

Other YouNoodle services used by DevelopHer include:

• Competition management, including set up and delivery of three entry rounds and 
three judging rounds 
• Customized criteria and scoring system for judging
• Customized emails, sent to applicants and judges through the YouNoodle platform
• Account management, including competition set-up and technical support for 
competition administrators and applicants

RESULTS
In November 2014, DevelopHer featured the winners of the DevelopHer Challenge at the Chicago 
Toy & Game Fair. By using a combination of YouNoodle products and services, DevelopHer was 
able to optimize their application, evaluation and judging process ensuring a high quality 
experience for both applicants and judges. Through YouNoodle’s reach, DevelopHer connected 
with innovative young startups looking to change the toy aisle for young girls around the world. 
With DevelopHer, YouNoodle continues to promote startups designing toys and games that 
engage girls in STEM. 
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"YouNoodle was integral in helping our team at DevelopHer to streamline our application process, and target 
startups that were developing innovative ideas to drive interest in STEM for young girls. YouNoodle helped us 
manage our entire program from beginning to end, from setting up the competition forms to performing final 
data analysis after the competition ended. Their expertise and guidance helped us to run a successful and 
engaging competition."

Andrea Guendelman,  Co-Founder of DevelopHer


