
OVERVIEW

In 2015, YouNoodle partnered with the Marriott Hotel in Budapest, Hungary to host their regional 
CANVAS Competition.  CANVAS celebrates collaboration on a global level, inviting passionate, 
local entrepreneurs to test their new food and drink business ideas in Marriott’s hotel-based 
concept labs.

In Budapest, staff at the hotel noticed that there was a large empty space in the hotel with an 
excellent view of the Danube River—and that the room had been unused for 12 years.  As part of 
the CANVAS program, the Marriott team used YouNoodle’s online competition platform to solicit 
ideas from local entrepreneurs about creative ways to use the space, in order to increase hotel 
revenue while also selecting a startup that could implement a concept that appealed to the local 
millennial community. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

Previously, Marriott had been using an in-house system to invite entrepreneurs to apply to their 
CANVAS program. For the Budapest competition, Marriott decided to use YouNoodle to help 
them create an efficient and scalable application and judging process, that could be accessed 
online by startups and judges globally, while also tapping into our network of over 100,000 
entrepreneurs to generate additional applicants for their program. 

YouNoodle’s competition management software Judge, in conjunction with YouNoodle 
competition experts, facilitated the organization of the Marriott Budapest Innovation Competition 
from beginning to end. 

The online competition administration through YouNoodle Judge included the following services:

• Customized platform messaging and branding
• Customized scoring system to evaluate entries
• Applications were collected in the Hungarian language and translated to English for 
judge evaluation
• Aggregated judge scores and results were collected to determine competition finalists

Other professional services provided by YouNoodle included:

• Expert advice on competition design and planning
• Professional and responsive support, especially during mission critical situations within 
a tight timeframe
• Account management services to support software implementation and translation of 
applications

RESULTS

Marriott Budapest was able to successfully execute their regional CANVAS program by using 
YouNoodle’s software platform and leveraging our team of competition experts. The winning 
team was Marionett Craft Beer House that revolved around 18 craft beers, all on tap and matched 
with the butcher’s choice of Hungarian food.  Marionett opened in August 2015.
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“As a partner in our �rst start-up competition, YouNoodle has allowed us to focus on generating innovative ideas from 
passionate, local food and drink entrepreneurs. The platform made the administration of our competition a breeze and 
we were able to narrow our selection to a few winners over a weekend. This would have typically taken us a week and a 
lot of e�ort for our team members. This left us with time to mull over the quality of the entries, and select in a tight 
timeframe, what has already become a start-up success in Budapest.” 

Raheel Baggia, Director, Europe Planning and Transformation- Operations

Marriott Hotels International Limited


